
OCToBflZ 
l95'f 

t+,ce 1~.6d, 



·~~~~~~~~-262~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

( This revi ew had to be held over les t month) 

DILLY Bll'fi'TER AF'.,OKi' 
Revimmd by Jo.c..1< Wood 

With this l atest issue from lhe ilou::o of Cassells, Bunter achieves his 
toajori ty , This i s the 21s t in t he series of novels , end has Frank 
Richerds end C. H. Chapman in good hol iday fem . 

It is a story which i s an echo of t he famous Water Lily se ri es , 
but uhich t ells of a boat ing holid,iy on th e Thames from a differe nt 
angl e , This tit1 c , Bunter is t he w,expccted host, having fatuous ly 
"boned" Col:er •s well- stocked boat for the occas i on and in vit ed the 
Fanous Five as his gues ts. 

Fra.'lk Ricr.ards keeps the sto cy noving pleasantly end nosta;;icclly , 
t :1ough one fanc i es with the moN comcrcial is cd Thon:es of 1957 t hat a 
boat i nJ ;r.rty would now hire a motor beat and not a cumbcrsoc:o rowing 
boat . Coker a.~d Co. and Ponsonby end Co. , help t o l iven the fCl!li.li ar 
proceedin gs . 

"CASTLE DAilGl:P.OUS" by Vi cto r Gunn 
Reviewed by F. Vernon Loy 

Edwy Scnrlcs Brookl le.t est effo rt under his "ot hor11 nrur.o of 
Victor <h-"'l.~ is a core l)eecstrio.n effort than usu.al. 

Our old fri ends Chie f I m pecto r Bill Croowell and Ser gean t 
Jolr.ny Lis tor inv"8tigate a murder a t Gloniston Cc.stl e ,on ol d ancestral 
pil e perC:ied on an i s l and ct tm lower end of Gleni aton \fotcr in lles t
uor lruld , Tllo C:u,tle is nccor.r:;odnting pnying holidny gues t s and one 
cf thm is very I'<r.iniscent of !llmdforth , espe ci a lly when he detc r
r.uncs to solve th o CllSC s ingl e handed with dis 1'strous r esults . The 
s tory is n:crc t-;piccl of Agat ha Christie thon Vict or Gwin, but the 
pl ot is qui to well thought out, tho che.ractc ri so.t i cn good al the ugh th e 
e:rurdm-cr sccoed o. tr i fle t oo obvi ous . The blurb CIJ.lls i t "A Victor 
Gur,.r. Special " but 't Victor Gurm Also-rr.n " uould be core r.ccurnto . 

Armual icr-ticlmJuzt Received 

The Morcovo Story by LcO?llll'd Pech= 
Tum Beck th e Cl ock by Eric Fcyno 
1930 - 1934 Too Golden J.,;c of the l'.ognct by 

Rogor J cnkins 
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CHAIR 

THE HA?Pr W,y!DERER. Happy the man who has a hobby to pr event !-.k 
b~i.ng bored in his "retirement." I'm one of t hose men. Once ~....in 
I 1m back homo of t er cy September week in London; once agni.1 a ,:cc:: as 
porfcc t a.~ those that have gone beforo . Once again my amezL"l(; ! c,ck 
hel d; fin o •,enther am ovory appoin tment kept and dead on ti.:.lv. 
Tho hour i s la te but I must get a bri of account do:rn whilst i t ' s ".ll 
fro 3r. in -rr;y cind . 

Thcro's al weys s omeone to meet me on arrival e.t King 's Crozz , 
usually Len Packmral, but this year he was pr evente d; inst ced r.s old -
est hobby fr iend , Harr.; Dowler, was trere, Harry ' s holidcy ,1,..s 
drnwi..71g towo.rds its close but we were able to speni thre e dnss t:>
g,ethcr . We cede the most of th em, with visit s to Len Packr.i,,.n•s, .Sill 
Loft s ', Jill s ~an ' s , Frcnk Leyla and the Club !!co ti ng at th o Folii:cstono 
hooo of !'r-Jllc Kee l ing . 

Uncle Ben will be t ellin& you e.ll eoout th e grem :,.f foir . I 111 
juot s.:,;· t rot it wes a wort hy success or t o tho se , t Bright on of hanny 
mcnror:, . For me i t m:a a great occas i on, I hod too plees,,~ o of oeet~ 
far ~he firs t tioa !i . ·,. i\obert s , John \lernhur end &ic Lawrence . 

Preoent t oo, fro 1a distnnt 1"nds were Bill l lubbr.rd end Leslie 
i(owlcy. l'ly si ncere t !wlks to Fronk and hi s good l ady for n h:ippy 
dey , 

,inothor out stl\.'lding c'J9nt wns c vis.:. t, ncoompc.'1ied by Len OI'.d 
J os i c t o th e home of ;.Jr, F • .hddir£t0 n Sy. or:ds , who l c.unch cd the 
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"Chcmpion" on it s l ong voynf!P. We listened enthralled to th o stories 
told of his days at FJ.ee twoy Bouse . 

'!'ncrc were t :;c ot her occasi ons to which I alws.vs loo k forward 
with %een nnt ic ipetio:, - lunch dat es with Jinoy Stewart Hunter , Eric 
Landy, George llell and liark J ohnson ani in addition to th ose I• ve 
~ ~..zi.tioncd , evenings at the homes of Derek Adley a."li Eric Fayne, ilso 
presen t a t Eric's were Bill Lofts , Bob Mortil:ier and Stanl ey Smit h. 
'[hey were th ere for the first time and they thoroughly enjoyed 
inspecting a part of Eric's wonderful collectio n and discussing such 
events es t.l"Je coming Greyfriars Jubil oo . 

l,. gron d surprise fixed for oe by Lon Pac!<man was a meetin;; " it h 
G= ville \!nin e whom I h_qd M t seen for ten years . The two hours wo 
spent to&-ctller sped lik e n couple of z:linutes . 

T'.a.cr. toe , t'.:ere was e journey to Bob l'lhitor's to discuss tho 
Annual cuv::?r . Ere l ong you '11 agree t he j ourney WM worth while. 

C::· ) ... 1,o final :norr..ing I ht.d tho lu ck cf onothc r interview with 
the :sditor . c f tho Scxto:i Blako ~ Li~l".ru:y, J,oo-ng oth er inte rest 
i. 1g t r..ings, I3 . How&rd Br.kcr shcr11ed mo Blako stories in se vorcl f or ei gn 
le.r..guagos i.~cludin g lio+!'lcgi.cn, Swedish c.nd Spani sh. The Non,egian ones 
wore p:--..rtJ.cu.lnrly at t?."a\ t iv o...,bci..,g about the si ze of the Corgi books. 
I nJ.c::, ju:d t~1e plo3Sure of being Lr,trcducod t o !lir . J.'.lI!lCS St nggc , one 
of t he popul.::r Bloke nuthors . 

Yes i:l dcod, a woll spent week . Each d..'\Y I was up ::..n the c;orning 
ocrly c.,:i s trolli.,ig elo ng High Street , Kensington on r;,y way back t o r::y 
digs r ound about cidnight . Not rod fo r a fell ow noori.'lg t he all otted 
sp:m . 
T/JLPIEC]. Oh, I cus t tell you this one . Bill Lofts , Harry Dowler 
end I jc umeycd bac.'< f rol!l Folk esto no to geth er . We had nlrost re ached 
t he pl.::t f oro exit a t CMring Cross when Bill oxcl nined , "Oh, I'v e l eft 
rzy coso i."l the ccrri ngo. 11 Ho tmned, d..~shed back j iist us the guerd 
vns c.bcut to wnvo the train out on it s way to tm sidings . Bill 
ret urned l1ith the cn.sc Md o bcEning :mil e , for, l e t oo ,·rhispcr , the 
case ccntcined his Clint ~at No.!..J... and seve ral o ther ·r..J.unbl e itecs ! 
C.:m you ;i cture wh...".t his fnce would h.'..!vc l ooked l ike i f .·he Ji.:.dn 't 
recover ed his c.:.se? I cru~. 

And nw I ~ust t o bed, it 's c~ly mo!Tling. 

* * * * 
1.[IE Alumr..t. All continues to go well , orders are wel l up to 1".Bt yoc:r 
a t this tim e end I have hnd some good adverts sinc e my appc:J. l aa t 
ri.?nth , Bu.t veey soon now I shr.11 hcve to dcci do hm, L'!.Ctly cop.i.cs t o 
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order , oo I sh:il.l be gr ea tly obli g.,d if those who r.uve not sen t t-'1cir 
f orms along will do so uithin tho next week or two. 

* · · * * * 
'ro THE FORGE'mJL FIVE. This r efers tc onothcr l.nnUDl - t oo last 
one . Regretfully I must say ther e are five of you who have net yet 
paid up. I should be so sorry if you didn 't get one thi s com.g 
Christca.s (espcially t he two who have had one since tho bee,n.-oing) 
but can you really expect me to s"nd one whon you st i ll owe f or the .,. 
last? So do slip c. post .nl order or a. cheque in t o an envel ope o.ad 
t ake a l c.sd of f my mind . 

* * * * * 
THOSE Ft'STAL IlWRE.'.SIB. Tt.e increased charges co.ce into forc e on 
October 1 et , The:; WO!l It aHoct a nonnal sized C, D. under printed 

paper rat es , f ortw".ataly . As for that threepcr:.ce for l et tcr t., I 
know some of you have t o count your pe.'11li.os. So t o those who um.1.tll.y 
pay t1onthly I 'd just l iko t o say I don 't mind if you paid every second 
month if you th ought it would help you a bit , 

Yours since rely, 

HERBERT 1ECKENBY 

FO?. SALE: Jack Sar:i &Pete St ories , 60 in 13 volur:es Boys ' Fri er.d 
Li brarJ , als o full set Greyfriars Annuals 132(>..1941 - Offers 
FCmER, 47 VIC·.roRIA ROAD, LONDOll, W.8. 

~: Xi:.,.:; 11ur,,bers of t he followi!lg papers : Nel s on Lee , old 
Series 342, 2.'ld Hew Seri es Nos. 98, 138, 165, 188 , 189 (192'.>-29) 
Xraz Double i:UJ:Jbcr GCll: - 510 , 1917 , Xmas Doubl e tiu..ber !(ag:,.et , 725 
and 513 , /my re asonable pri ce accepted . 
LOF'l'S , 56 Sii!:Rll1GIL'J'. ;,uusE, l -Oi!DON, N. ,I. 1 • 

~: Sext on Blal:o Lioa. 1st ac'ld 2nd Series . A:ny numbers . 
Reaso nable price ;,ci.d . Also Union Jacks 19 17 to 1933, Boys • Fri enc! 
Libs . 1st Series - No. 669 . 2nd Series - Uc . 79 
JOOIE PACKUN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, E, DULWICE, S . E. 22 . 

* * * * * 
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Condi:ctcd by JCSEPHI!IE PAOO:All 
Z7 Archdale Road , &st Dulwich , London , S.E. 22 

4·.s stated in Scpt anbor, No. 2 of Walter Webb's new series 110:l 
'"fl)UR i:r ~H SEX'roll BLAKE" will appear fa Buikiana next month. The titl e 
is "T!IE GREAT CAflAL PORT". 

I.nethe r se l ecti on of TWELVE FAVOURITE U .J . (BLAKE) STORIES will 
also be published. These will be t he cooi ce of Charli e Wrieht. 

I n:n pleased to se.y thst tho Sexton Blclco Circle Feature for 
this year ' s C. D. i.nnual i s t eking shape . We already have Eric 
Co,a~'l •n contribu t ion , end ifaltcr lfobb is new cng:cgcd upon hi s article . 
Bill Lof~a is ' cooking up ' something special , and both Len and Il):{se lf 
hevo our contributions mopped out . Others who tire 'pil ing in 1 are 
Frtnk Ley, Ben \.'hiter and Charli e and Olivo \1rig!rt . Goodness knows 
holl wo :>N gc~ t o got it all in . However , it wil l al l work out cll 
right (:-:c hope! ) Tiri.s much I can soy , there will be a real good 
fc,,,.t of 3l.akc reading for ell of ,'OU, 

F.i:"'1.ly, I wculd liE.o to expres s r:sy t rumks t o Margnret Cooke for 
her kindness in presen t ing t.'ie four brnnc.'1cs of t he O. B.B. C. with a 
nu::,ber of Sexton Bleko Libraries . I canno t spook for !li,nil t oni a , but 
uhcro illck c i s concerned we certainly r~~vc scme grend chums who arc 
not ,ccrcenary ~..inded . Both Len and ,eyself have had many instances of 
this, such es tm r-0cent arrival of a ieclr..age of Blake papers !'rom a 
certain '·G.B." in :iew Zeala.'ld - as n gift . (In fairness t o Hamiltonia 
I c uat ndd that t his :ias f oll owed by another percel of Hamil t onien 
pepers from t he so::,e gener ous fr ien d) . Let me mke it quite clenr , 
neither I nor anyone el se ~ or ovon c.nticipo.t es being the 
recipie::.t of free gifts or purchases at 'give-a way ' price s , but, 
genero.J.l y spe,,king , it is a fact that those disposing of papers per-
taining to Blake do not bat t en on ,i'e. r4"'.l:!e I 

JOOIE PJ..CKMAN 

* * * 
TillKER •s DOUBLE 

HJ.VE YOU S!:!21 TEE EFFI GY OF SEXTOr! BL.".KE 'S l.SSISTiulT? 

Host of us ado.ire originnl i ty 1 and we 4""et i t in lc.rgs;' dose3 in 
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Hr . Reuben Nero , the most versa. til e 'cl fresco ' entertaine r in the 

Ur.ited K:i.b.,-doi:,. \/ho was it b"'ve a fr esh.,ess t o open- air entcrtoin-

oent s in in troduc ing a troupe of Black Pien-ot s? - Mr. Reuben Hore . 

llho wcs the fir s t to realise t!1at Tinker , th e young ass istant of So.non 

Bl.:k e , Detect iv e , would ooke a oore populnr cllarccte r for a ventril 

oquist than IU'.,Y other ever heard of? - Mr. Roubon V.ore, 

Tinke1• has appe:ired in over five hundr ed s t ori es of Sext on Blc.ke , 

e."'ld t int is suf fi cien t t o explain lilly he is {;I'eet ed raptu.""'usl.y "" n 

ver-; old friend wher ever Nr . II.or e prescntes t.im •••• 

l!o dcubt many readers of Blaldsna ·.:oul d li.ke t o know where this 

ventril o~ui st and his :iodol of Tir.ker ""'Y be seen and heard ; as a 

re tt er of fa: t 1 sho uld like to !mow t oo! You s ee , t he r.bovo is 

t..'1..>con f roc tlla PEJ,1fY PICl'ORIAL (S'UlllllOr Double Nrnbcr) dated 3rd J uly , 

~ - enc t ln t i s why t ho quotati on marks have de li bora tal.y been 

ocit t od , 
I t would be interesting to know i f ony r ender of Blo.J<ion c. wc r 

did see Nr . r;ore ond Tinker . I ao nfrc.id that so fer r.s I pcrccr-.;-.1.ly 

en conoern ed it doosn •t ' rin g a bell' , bccm.:se at t ro t pc.rticul.er 

tit:!e I - oh , but that ' s tolling ! 

No. 769 
" TIO 
" 711 
" 712 
" 713 
" 714 
" 715 
II 776 
"m 
" 773 
II 779 
II 700 
" 781 
" 782 

" 783 
" 784 
II 785 

JOSIE PACNJ.\AH 

* * * * * * 
\!!:IOll JACK TITLES - YEAR 1918 (Ju'LY - DEX:OOER) 

The Shirker . .. .. 

The Sto l en ?leenti ve (Lo.wl es s , Kew, Cerloc ) 

T'110 ,.ys tic Cipher {Loe) 
Tho Hyst ery of tho Appea l Tribunal {Plur.m:cr) 

T't.o Cl uo of t ho Food Card 
T'11e Dual Detec tiv es {Loo) 
Tho C!l.Se of til e Clubfoot ed NM 

Tho Cas 1 of tho iiysterio us Boo;: . 

Tho Flashligh t Clue \Lee) .. ·····-

W. 11, Gr:,y ,to.:i 
A, MulT:'.y 
E , S . :.Sro oks 

Oabon,o 
\'I , 1:. Crzyd o:, 
.E. S • .il!-ooks 
R. Hun ay 
J,/ . I! . Gr--.. .ydon 
E. S. j;rooJ<'.s 
R . Nurr :,y 

.. n. ~:= 'i'ho Vani sh ed Police \fa' . Rocco) . 
Suspeadod frru Duty {!·.r . Reece) 
TJ-.o Only Clue . . ......... R , l'.urrr.y 

'i'ho Cns.J of tho JJ:.cricu: Sol dier 
Tr.a Sto ol Claw (i.r . R:,oce ) ...........•....•.••.. 

Behind t ro Lin os 
Tho Crooks of ib pid Holl ow (i.:;;) · 
Tho Ten-mil e Chl-r.pion .... . .... 

E . s . Brool:s 

-··-· n. ~iw.TaY 
w. ti . Greydo~ 
.E. S. :aroolr.s 
.A, liurrey 
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llo. 786 The Terro r of Trevis Wold (Lee) 
" 7ff7 The Silait Partner (Tm Bat) .. 
" 788 The Studded Footprints (Lee) ..... 
" 700 Foes in the Dark 
11 790 TOO Am.:izi ng Affair ot Cl anmcro f.:c..nsions 
" 791 Dirk Dollan~ Redempt ion (The Dat) ............... . 
" 792 The ~:,,Story of tho l'.issing Bol shevik 
" 793 The Caso of the Holl er, De.ggcr .. ... . ......... . 
" 794 W'.ll.do too \londc:rmen (First llald o St ory) 

. E. S. Brooks 

. R. Hurray 

..E. S. Brooks 
... W. 1:. Grcydon 
.R. Nurrny 

. .. R. l i\ll'I'cy 
. ... ii . M. Graydon 

. E. S. Brooks 
E. s. Brow.a 

{S\llabor 769 i s dated 6th Jul y, 1918 nnd Number 794 i s dnted 28th 
Dc=nbcr , 1918) . 

* * * * * 
FRO!·: LAUi:DRYMAi! 'ro J-OF\JLAR BLAKE WRITER 

by W. O. G. LOFTS 

During a rec ent visit to the Essex coast I had tho ple asur e of 
meeting Donald Bobin, son of the l ate John Bobin, one of th e most 
popul.,,r uri ters of Blake sto ri es of his time and bette r known to our 
readers ~s f.lA.'<iC CSDORl1E. 

L"l t he course of conversation , I-ir. Bobin tol d me a number cf 
in ter es ting things about his fathe r, :including some inforn:a t ion hither
to unpubl ished , and this inf omntio n r.r. Bobin ms most kindly por:lii ttal 
i::e to rolec.s e in tm Collecto r ' s Digest for t he benefit of readers of 
BlruaL!'.a, and I t herefo r e htlve J:IUSt pleasure in sending this littl e 
~ticl.e to Jos i c Focl::ru,on for that purp:Jso . 

!n his cm-ly you-th Joh.'1 Babin uo.s t he ow?1cr of o. l aur..d.ry neor c. 
f amous sc..'..Zidc r esort , nr.d in those d-;;ys before the c.dvcnt of ' too 
motor = he used t o drive o horse and cert round th e s tre ets , 
collcctir..g .:.".!°rl deliv ering too wcsii.i.'t.g of his custocer3 . 

Like rwilif other young cen of his time young John Bobin used t o 
enjoy re nding of the explo its of Sexto n Blelcc ,.s re l ated in tlE Union 
Jee.le, hav:!ng- been n good m ter r.imsolf when nt school t he i don earn 
to bin to try his hond e.t writing one or two Blnkc stories . Ho wn.s 
also quit, good at dr awil'.g, c.nd thought of illustrating his stories 
as well . lla did both , ond tmn hop:,ful ly sub.:littcd t oo ,=us cripts 
t o t he publishe rs . In due course he receive d a r eply requ es tin g hill! 
to cill at Flcc tway House, am. at tm subsequent interv i ew too cdi tor 
told hi:3 tho.t his sto ri es were good, but :;,..s the i llustrc.tions were not 
quite up to tho ciark he would be advised to s ti ck to tho sto ri es only , 
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This John Bobin did , nnd vith vory grcnt success - as aocy of us kno:.. 

John Bobin wus a steady , plodding t:;pe of = , quite contontod 
with his work and too ooney ho recoivod . In additio n to his Sexton 
Blake sto ri os he wrote extensively for the Girls !'aper r.iarket , under 
the runes "Adolo Ascott" nnd "Gertrude Nels on ." A nlll:lbor of scrial.D 
in the Boy' s Friend by "Victor Nelson " nnd "J ohn Ascott " wore also tho 
work of John Bobin. 

As 1'l now known - thonks t o Wal tor \/ebb - John Bo bin took over 
tho char acter Goor go Marsdon Pl=r on the death of th o original 
crea t or , Hr. Bobin did , h<><ovor, crcoto another very popular c~
ctor of th.:,t tioo - Aubrey Dexter . 

John Bobin w.:,.s very fond of sport end :,rota " nucbcr of storios 
f e.:,.turi.-ig horse-racing and doe,-rsci"8 . He died at t.'1e cc.rly e.so of 
f orty - fi.vo on 19th April, 1935 . 

Donald Bobin, of course , met many of his father 's Bl ake-writer 
colleagues in Ue 'tw enties and 'thirtie s , end one of the i.'lte,-,,sting 
t :un.::a I leemed was that Lewis Carlton - ona tioe editor of the Union 
Jack - uorked .-ith Jolm Bobin for soce years . This wns in the 
' thirties , when Carlton started wri.tl."8 again for t he Sexton Elake 
Library , after o spell on tm stage, i n which he took th e Jnrt of 
Tinker. !.,u~:is Carlton, who is still olivo - or was, up to a year £l&"O, 
uhcn be WSD seen by a friend of mns in Fleet Stree t - i s th e l c...'ld
l ord of a hoste l ry in the \lest Country. 

A nmber of otories oppooring in th e S. B. Library (seccnd ecri cs) 
or i e:[.n.ally wri tt en by "Merk Osborne" were reprinted wider tho aut ho:r-
shi p of "Donald Stuart" (real =e Gerald Verner) . The oxplor.ati on for 
t his hos baffled Bloke statis tic ians for years • • • Dor.old Sobin kl ~,: 
Verner vory well ir.dccd , but whilst th o reas on f or this ' clwng3 of eu
t horohip ' r:.rzy be conjectured I eJJ afraid the actual soluti ~n cust 
rcr.ein u:idiscl csed. 

DoMld Bo bin once ciet Goorge Hamil ton 'i'ecd, and - with all duo 
respect to his (Bobin •s) father - Mr. Bobin thinks Teed •s work uas 
ur.doubtodly the best in too Blake field . I 1<as also infor.:-.od that 
G, ,I. Teed died of a :::,._oJ.ien,:.nt dise :,.se in 1940 . 

1ike his father , Doncl.d Bobin is also e writ er - and worked :,.t 
tho A. Pnlss far SO!llEI ye,irs during tm later deys cf the Detective 
Weekly . He wc.s t oo pcrso:: who rawroto , cut and brought all thoso 
reprinted "torios ' u:i>-to-<iato'. Nr. Bobin s,-.ys he tholJ8ht at tho ti.no 
that CJJ.'lY of the stories were vary good es originolly wri. tten , lllld ho 
did not feel at ell hllppy in doing this sort of t hing ; t.'1e cutti.'lg out 
of certain sec tions of ten rode the stories for inferior to the 

I, 
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orieiJ'.als . lie did, hOMovcr, write ono story himself for t h:l 

Detoct i vo \lockly , nlthou&'l too outho r 1s llllllle was not given . This 

was llu!:bcr 344, entitled "TEE BAllKNOTE !lAllDITS." 
up to the tioe of the second World 1-/ar, Mr. Bo bin wrote 

o!Ctensiv~ fo r the girls' pepers "Girl ' ~ Crystal" and "Schoolgirl's 

0\111 Library" under t h:l no:ne of "Shirley llcllidoy". Thoro '" "' nlso a 

t illlo when ho worked for another mon whoso naoo is well -k own to us -

Jolm G. Brandon, crootor of "R.S. V. P. " ruid "Big Bill Wibley" . Brandon 

v,10 ..-:,s o likeable sort of cm, used to dictotG his stories to Donald 

Bo bin w~.ilst sitting on the bed, and core often than not thoro would 

su<!denly be the sound of snoring - and dict ation ceased until Brandon 

had fi:,ished his nap ! John G. Brondon died dllriJl8 the enrly pert of 

tho l::s t war. He has a son who in 11 playvright . 

D-.zri:ig the e<.rly inrt of tho wnr - when practical ly nll tte pe.Jlll' 

Olll'kot wn.s suspen ded - Dont.ld Bobin bought 11 second - hand bookshop , and 

ho tolls ,oo that through tic years =:: copie s of the S.B. Libr:ir; 

(1st &.'!d 2nd Series) hove co:,o his way. In liton,ry clue ho thinks 

that :..:::zy of these old Jnper-backod novels , priced 3d ond 4d , aro 

cc.siJ¥ ;;orth os cruch as tte 7/6 or ll!OI'o, novel s of todoy - to which we 

ill scy ,:Hanr! Hcnr!11 

* • * * * * 
HO'i'S 10UR Ml'}!OOY (.<o, s) 

By. E. v. Copeman 

Previo us articles in this series hnve described eithar Blcl<e or 

Ti.'lker ( or both) in tight corners , but this ti!,e the CJOthod bns been 

v.:,.ried and I want to quot e froc r..ore trnm or.e pert of o story which 

was !'l'b!ished in the SEXTO!I BLAY.E LISP.ARY w,d which is doubtl ess in 

t iie l)OSsc::sion of c<mt !llakiana collectoro , The follo1flll8 brief 

soquac.:es ti.;bt he lp you to idcntil'; tho writer . On the other hcnd, 

they r.:i;;ht not! Pc.'SCn::llly , I think thls trill be n "herd nut" to 

crock . 
Firstly , socc liGhthocrtod rei:,arks made by the Baker Str oot 

r,f'' Bl.::..'<e ei,zed th ot:ehtfully :it en i.nch-lcnet;h of cigor r.sh . "You 

thin!t it wo,Jld be o. eood idoc to tcl~ i.--i supper nr.d c. cob~t? 11 

"I don't !mow thnt I bed tx.t i,1 c:ind," lied Tinl:er, "but why 

show.dn ' t .-e make whoopee f or once? We 1d better hurry along to the 

Merchestor before we get soaked ! You c c.-i cl.-o;,-s leave if you i;et 

fod up . " 
11Thon it 's a scl'o bet I shnll lc o.ve!" Jcxton Blclce wcrned him._ 
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" I prefer a pipe and a book t o a cabaret show, but have it your own 
way! If you get a kick out of watching o covey of half-dressed 
young fC!lllll.es with synthetic smil es and vapid f aces , . • " 

Tinker was nullly shocked at such sac rilege, 
And now a little flippancy from Tinker: 

(2) Tinker strode across to too box office of the theatre and suiled 
nicely at t he clerk behind tre bright cahogany count er, She ei,,iled 
nicely, t oo. Silo was pretty and young , with little blonde curls nll 
over her shapely hea d; and Tinke r lik ed thee, bl onde. But business 
was business, especially when that business was ourder ..... 

llow I 'm wondering if those two extrac ts have set soce of you off 
to check up on Anthony Parsons? There have been cany co:r,plaints 
thc:t Mr, Parsens has made Tinker rather more pr ecocious t han he u.sed 
t o be a..Tl.d fµven him quite an "eye 11 for the opposite se:: . So ru sa ve 
you some ti c.e. The autho r of thi s story was NW Anthony Parsons , Nor 
was Tinker actually allowed much · time for fli ghts of fancy, for t :li.'19' 
qoickly began to warm up , and the next four quotations are fro m t lle 
ending3 of four successive "acti on" chapters: 
(3) '.i'hero followed a t ense st illn es s , th en , "drop your guns , 
gentlemen," ordered tho cul tared voic e of It o from behind Tinker a.td 
his companion. "Hurry , please or I shall bl ow your brains out l 11 

(4) His gun clubbed , he struck two vicious blows . A s!!ll>Sh t ook 
Tink er and Fenner a t the base of tho skull , and they were ou~ t o the 
worl d by the time they hit th e floorboards, and rec,ained ooi.r,ously 
st ill, 
( 5) Blake crossed the thick red pl ush carpet snd lo oked up e.,-,d dmm 
t he corrido r befo re tapping discre e tly upon the panel ; th cr., ge tting 
no rcspcnne , he balily turn ed th e handle and s t epped inside , closing 
the door softly behind him , 

Pedro Baptisti was waiting f or him in an armchair by the firo
pl ace , He was dead , with t he handle of a knife prot1uding from his 
stained shirtf ront . 
(6) Coutts gave a nasty l augh and held ti., clubbed gun within = inch 
of the kill er 's nose . "You got another ch.once, you ro.t" ho g:t."i.ttcd. 
11i~old out on mo once moroi, and I mush up that sweet r.ug of you...""3! I f 
you lmow what' s good for you, you' 11 spill it by th e tio c I count 
t hree ! Onc- - 'l\m-- Th- 11 

"I'll rat ! I 'll rat!" screat'led t.'l-ie killer. "I'll squeal, I 
t all yer ! I'll -" 

Crash ! 
T"aorc was a shat tering of glazs, and between the bright black 



eyes of tho li ttl o kil l er t haro a~od a noat round bol o,,, 

Nov vho vroto this yam? It mi8ht have been John Hunter, except 

that John Hunter rarely wri tes of Coutts , libo thon? Gil bert Chester? 

No, t!o, to bot h of them , 
Rox l!ardinBO? No, llardi"80 doesn 't write like that . It isn ' t 

his sty l e at al l. 
l' r.i tor:ipt ed to give qui t e a big clue , but I '11 ca:iprcm.se by 

saying that the autho r no lo~ writeo Blake starios. 

(Answer next oonth) 
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1038, 1118, 1119, 112i, 1213, 1218 , 1219, 1246. 

GllE 1:00. 698 t o 701, TI6, 733, f137, 858 , 899, 815, 816, 817, 1452 

.§..01L1s ·1:00. 64, 70, 84 , 94, 111, 136, 141 , 161, 166 , 152, 257 , 332, 

268, 308, 358, 
SC!«lOL em SPORT tlos . 1 - 8 
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1422 - 1433, 1434 - 1439 , 1510 - 1515 , 1541 - 1544, 1536 - 1540 , 
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1570 . 
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!!, GOP.DOii, 11} NEWINGTON GREEN ROAD, LOilDOll. 11.1 



~~~~~~~~~~~~-273~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FRON INFORMATION R,.""'CEIVED NO. 5 
By ll. O. G. Lofts 

THE JlIRTH OF T!Gffi TIM 

Tiger Tim •••• how was this character born? llho invented the Il8IOC>? 
In this case t ile chara cter was born some ti.mo before it appeared 
regularly in the RlJNllOW and it was born by accident ! That well l:no1111 
illll3trator the Irishman , J. Louis Scythe, was call ed upon to picture 
on incid ent fro n a story , The JlOSS88C choson was whoro the heroino 
stepped fro m her carriage and entered a holl3e ••••• ' followed by her 
ti ger, Tim' . And J. Louis Sayth o, unowo.re of the fact thnt in this 
instance c. ' Tiger' signified a page- boy or youthful attencu,nt , drot1 
ir.stood a small striped tiger proccn.:id1J18 serenely uprigh t upon his 
hind l egs . The Editor gasped, l at18hed, but mentally notod f or futuro 
use a new and attractive character. As stated in pr ovious 1'rticlcs 
th e chc.racfa r """ first drawn in tle RAINJlOlf in 1914 by J . S. 3-".ker, 
follow ed by S. J . Cc.sh. il . S. Fo""ell t cok ove r within a yocrr and 
drew th em fo r many years imtil he loft the A.P. in t he •30s to t d:o 
over Teddy Tai l of the Deily Moil fame. Those in recent yeors wero 
drmm by B, 0, \ty,:,er. 

EDITORS OF THE llEIBO!i LEE LIBRARY 

Until about 1928 tle Nelson Lee Library was run under tho Edi toi,.. 
s hi p of Harold Hay. l·.r. May, who went t o Dulwich School , was a very 
quiet type of man - shy - and verJ r eserved. He once br ought off a 
great sc oop when working as a newsJ>lperman - radi oing Fl ee t Stre et of 
a disaster a t sea whilst cro ssing th e c!iannel on a cha."l!lel s t cr.r.:cr, 
He is s till a live - and was seen not so l ong cgo at Har.nersi :ii th, 
London. 

The last &ii.to r of the Li brary was H. T. Cauldwell , bet te r !mown 
as Jin:y Ce.uldwoll . I heerd fr oc hic not so l cng ego . Ho first 
t hought of tho id ea of tho "Nodern Wonder' ', offered it to tho A. P. , 
but t hey turn ed it do= ns unsui tablo . I.et er th 0 firn of Odh.:u::s 
eccepted th e i dea , Md ho left th o A.P. t o be coTJc cdi t or of this 
scicmce>-fiction Plpor. llei.'lg also an artist ho was connected with 
t ho Hickey 1-iouso Wce1'"J.y. 

Only at tho beginning of w t year ho sto.rtcd up a n ew boys 
Jn!)Or with the ti tl o of "Boys Venture" which oos t 2/ - a r.;onth - being 
a sort of copy of tho B.O.P . This =t ~.nve been a disastrous venture, 
as it only ran f or t wo issues; no c!oubt boys th ought twic e o.t paying 
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2/ - for a paper ! These dcys Ji.my is frc1r-u,ncing . 

JOH;:~ HUITTER 

As mny r enders know, I !mow J ohn Ihm tor very well; ond I have 
often been csked in corrcspondc,,.co whether this is t ho reel IJDDe of 
t his very populer aut hor . Actually his real full nnr.:e i s Alfred John 
Hunter and he used this ne.tte i!l his very cer l y dcys wri tin.; for "CIDJms" 
and "Scout• . Be ndopt ed the nme of John lhmtcr when ho got going 
ns it wns betto r than A.J. (he used his initials only) . Other nanes 
used by >X. I:hmtor are "Pett!r J;cri tan11

, 
11.im.thony Druricond", 11L. H. 

Brenni."15'' ruid n host of DeL:es for the wcmien!i papers. 
lu-. lhmtor who is 66 this yoro: thirJa:i t hnt "Chtu:lS" VOS too finest 

boys poper ever t o nppenr on t.'1e book:,tnl l s - and st ill write s c lo t 
tcdcy t :1ou.,h not in too ju,·enile field. lleimes , "The Sain t Magazine " 
:::nd occ:'.!Sioncl. S .B.L. ond newspaper work tc.ke up cuch of his tio o . 

JACK 'll'.EVOR STORY 

One of th o best known writers in tro o~dern Bl.Jlke Library is 
J ock Trevor Story. I """ r ecen tly very plcesed to ccet hie and wo 
bed scva.'"W. hours of delightful and i!lteresting conversation. I t i s { 
easy to soo wlzy Jo.ck St ory 1s stories arc wri tton in o. hutlarous vein as 
I fotmd ho has o. most wonderful scns3 of hur:::.our. 

As a boy Jock (as I will cell bin) re:ld the cow.cs "Funny ilondcr• 
and "l'uck" evary weok . At about tro age of ten ho started to r end tho 
boys pepcrs . ttModem Boy11 w~ his f avouri ta Md ho used t o revel in 
t ho stories cf f lying by George E. Roo:1e&tcr. Beli eve it or not ho 
,,rote ~ story for too "Modorn Boy" at tho to. :der 08$ of twol ve 
entitled "Tho ~to n Squadron". Ncodloss t o s~y it was rejected , 
but Jeck was not dis:lonr tcncd. The 11Boys !fugnzino", 11?-".cgnet" lllld 
"Gen" he liked cl.so, and he l>rul e. vory good r:CI:lory of nl l too well 
kno,m c:,nr.ictcrs . 

,!ostly his worl<: has appeorcd in t:il newsJ?Rpers and huuoro us 
mg:,z incs ; but his best work of courso is not only writing tho boot -
but the screen-p lay cs well of th e two Frn.'lki.e Volf81= filus "Tho 
Troubl e with Horry' ' o.'td tm lct cs t just rolonscd "These Dangerous 
Yeo.rs". Just turned 40, Jack l i ves .in rtcrtfordshi re - not fer o.Ycy 
by tho t:ey froo D. vcey f ~ icus lliitor - f.lr, Mcuric o Do,m of 11M:.:1gnot•t 
f::mo, 

His wifo is tlso n wri tar - cost ly roCl!llltie westerns . Mrs. 
Story by the way, is vor-, interested in t he "Nel son Lee Library" om 
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is certainly very knm<ledgoablo on th at subj ect. A very groa t en.iJM1 
l over Hrs . St ory keeps no l oss thnn 27 ccts! ond two hedgehogs. Our 
own bel oved Frank Richnrd.s i s I !mow a l over of !lili.nnl.s - ond I ll!l sure 
tlult he will be int erested to rend this. 

It-. Story ,ms very intcrostcd to know about our bcbby - ond 
t!lough t it should be cnlnrged and publicised core; "there arc countles s 
th ousands of old "boys " in t oo cotmtry; nll of whoa Ji,:ve nostalgic 
oeuori es of the past " he said, but who don't !mow of our ac tivities . 

* * * * 
IBO!, I:iFOR!'.ATI W REX:EIVED NO. 6 . Look out far: 

The r.zystery of Duncan St orm Solved . 
The Cccing New Foma t cf tha Sext on Blake Library . 
Tho Edi t or of the Aldin cs , 
The Ident ity of l-l!lrjorie Stanton . I f 
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HAMILTONIANA 
coi:,piled by IElBERT LECKEtiBY 

Jlilly Bunter luls boon providing headlin es ngsin. The Deily 
Here.ld, August 27th Md hi,: in Dior-land, of a ll pl aces . A half po.ge 
showed tie latest fashions for the fair sex , of cours e, and clo ;~ide 
ono w ..aculate l y cllld oodel wos the caption - the Billy Bunter Look. 
I confess I coul dn 1t see where Billr Bunter fitted in this instence . 
If the L'<>del hsd been wearing whst are so oft en inappropriately called 
slacks t, 1ere ei ght hsve been a resei!lb~ ce to the Bunt er f on ,. Hou
ever , too caption did, for once , .iaka a cale pause at a f ashion paso . 

Then t o John Dorby of the "News Chronic l e" Sopteraber 4th, goes 
th e credit of being the first col~st of a nation al newspspor to 
cention t he cc,-..ring "i!egnet" Jubil ee . 

Under a banner headi.'lg "Latin without Tears" by Bill,Y Bunter 
in hoavy t,;pc acros s four colur= ha gave t he following accoun t of an 
intervici, with Frnnk Richards, nccocpenicd by a photograph . 

"Frank Richsrds , the = who spra :ig Billy Bunt er on the school 
boy public 50 years ago, hss a grea t id ea to celebrate the Owl of the 



Rcoove I s jubil ee . 
It is a n"" series ebo ut the japes at Grcyfriars onti tlod 

Buntorun in Scholis. 
And in case you duffers at th.:, bottoi:: of tho foro can •t und ei,... 

starul that, it' s Latin for Bunter in School , 
Before tho adult followers of tho fat boy yell "Yaroch" at the 

th ought of oore Latin , l et oe Dake i t clear; this is strictly for 
sc hool . 

Seys Bunt er ' s creator : ' I J>.rul tho ide a thnt boys would prefer 
transl ating "I sey, you chnps " rather thnn "All Caul is divid ed into 
tii.roc tlQ_""'tS. II 

Bunter will line-up with his old form mates '~fhartonus" and 
"Nuecntius 11 for his first scropo in Latin, cclled "Placc..11.ta Amissa" 
( The Kissing Cake ) • 

Says author Ricmrds, with a touch of sadness : "Cal<e is as near 
as you c,,n get t o jru:i tart in Latin . " 

Also Dissing : Bunters cr1 of 11Yerooh11• 

"You just cannot translate it , " says Richards . "But then I've 
never hoard enyone rolllly say ti>.llt in all ruy l if e, " 

llo publisher has been found yot - "The Latin takes longer to 
write so I would have to charge t10ro, " 

But Richards adds cheerfully, "After all it was eiei,t years 
boforo ! could interes t :,nyone iJ1 Bunter , " 

I hcd called to s ee tm monkish lit tl e man in the black skull 
cap who had invented Bunter - and hundreds of other creracters - at 
hi s hooo outside Broad.stairs . 

Ho is s till os li•,cly os a four..h-fonner rurl st ill churns out 
250,0CO words n year on Bur.tor end Co, 

hor.k P.ichnrds is a pcn- naoe of Cherles llamil ton . 
llhlle Ricmrds writ es tro Bunter sto xi es , l!atlilton rel.ruces by 

transl..:lting Dante and playing !-!ozart . Ho is also wri ting n book about 
Horace - "Tho otho.."S ell see m t o bo wri tton by blithering idi ot s," -
11!lich ho \/ants to sec published on his 100th birthcby. 

h!; Bunter 11011.ld no doubt point out , hi:; cre a tor is somet hin g of 
a belly swot.• 

And horo 15 c. t :rl.rd i nstcnce. "fharos11 in trn 115pcctntor'1 30th 
August remir.dod his readora that ho hi:d some ti.me previ ously occus <.>d 
tho Foroi~ 1 Office of !>vine furtiv e for dclcy in publishin g n docu
ment. Somo other peper hed disagreed so "Phnros" nolf said: 

"Thi3 is surely a vocy odd arguoont to p-~t fox-,:t.rd, 
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It is l ike Billy Bunter sr.ying thnt Ill! nobo<zy noticed 

him snitching the ccl<:e hov can DD:/ rotten end sey he 

woo furtive nbout it . " 

"Pharos" vent on to sey "it took f our months to produc e a 

docur.ent of one ond n lnlf pages which mcl<ee it look !IS if the Forc:4!n 

Office is oo llley !IS Billy Bunter himself ." 

Another old "J.lngnet" fan bY the look of it . If only ve could 

get tiler., nll to r end t he C. D. what a circulation we should have . 

• • * * • 

THAT HAGllET JUBILEE It •s only four months away so we shcll !'.ave to 

gut movi.,ig. I pro;,ose t o have a buoper number of the C. D. some.,:1ere 

about tho size of No. 100 , price to be , owing to increas~cos t s, about 

3/ - . The extra pegos would, of oourso , be devoted entire ly to the b:i,8 

event. Porhepe some of you could write crisp accounts of hotr you 

fi::'st bocrune aoqunintcd with th e "Mo{lnet ". I should wol cone n,,:y 

sugecstions to h.3lp !Mke it a big success . 

• * * • * 
Now here nre the detcils, supplied by Fronk Vernon ky , of the 

groat Cup Compoti tion . All will cordial ly endorse whnt Fronk scys 

about the generosity of the donor. 

* • • • * 
GREm!IARS JUBILEE CHALIE!IGE CUP 

To celebrate tho Jubilee of Greyfrinrs , Les Rowley, tho poyul._'U" 

rember of the London Old Boys• Book Club hlls donate<'. a ='1[ioont 

Sil vor Cup t o be ca,opet ed for rui:ongst the vnrioue Old Boys I Book Clubs 

a.'ld has furth er e rr ongod t o hovo the vinning c l ub ' s =e eilfsT~.vcd on 

it , This is c very fine gesture and we ask all clubs to give of 

their beet and show Los in this monnor ·their apprec iati on of his 

genorosi ty . 
Tho rules nro simple . fuch coopoting club is asked t o produce 

t lxiir 01m version of m issue of th e Greyfl"inrs Herold . 'I'o onsure 

uni!o=ity th e following brie f condit ions should be adhered t o . 

1. Tho r:ia;,c.zine shculd be of 4 fools cop pogcs , folded to fon:i on 

issues of 8 J)El6'ls, tho sizo of t he C,D, 

2. AB far as posGiblo nll ror.ding rot ter sho uld be typewritten . 

3. It should be bomo in cind, as Les says , t hat the cup i3 

dofinitoly a Grcyfriors trophy, celcb:roting o Grcyf'rinrs cvont vith a 
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Groyfri.I!rs subjoct as the contest . 
4. All contributions must be enol\YlllOU,6 as far as individual mccbers 
of the various clubs nro concerned . They con, of course , p.rport to 
be writ-ton by too appropri ate charr.ctcrs from Greyfriar s or ol sC',horo . 
5, Too cocpletod entry should be enclosed without er,y othor matter 
in a sealed ll!llllllrked envelope em sent to Frank '/omen Ley , 167, 
\fatford Rorul, Hnrrov , Middx . , with a covering note in thc outsido 
envelope only stn ting tho Cl ub of origin , 
6. All entries will bo mnrked with a distinguishing symbol ani 
fo:w:irded on by Fronk t o a neutral judgo who will hove no mcone of 
knc;.ring f'rcc which clu'os too vorious ontries eDaMte . 
7, T'r.o r.l!Dl of the j\ldeO will be announced as soon as his cansont 
to be judge i s recei ved, 
B, :en ordor that tho r osul t con be announced by tin dote of tho 
ootucl Ju bilee t in closing dote for ol l entri es has been fixed as 
Docc:::.bcr 31st. So "go to i t 11

• 

* * * * * 
BILLY BU!,'TER 01: TELEVISION 

1ly Roger M, J enkins 

!!est of too char.:, of th o tlaJ91.ct stories lay in the stylo of 
uriting , perticularl,Y t ho descriptive passages which verc rich in 
h\I!IOur .md cl ass ical enalogy . It is not surprising, theref ore , that 
cost collect or., rc gcrd th e Bunter tolovi sion seri es with very mix ed 
f ool in,,-s: ~ho plo.osurc thnt ccccs from kno~ a ·rost audionco is n011 
o.,jo:,'i,'18 t cles of Groyfriars is tinged 11ith regre t that , by tlD very 
neturo of tho :x,diuc used , this nudienco cannot .rooll y enj oy the best 
port of tm stories - the vri t ing i ts olf . 

I t is at onca &pJ)!ll'Clilt that this imposes a res tr ictio n on the 
t-JPO of story suitnbl o for televis i on pkys ; t here =t be plenty of 
action (cainly ford; al) and no 1""8 periods of contecpla ti on. In 
other words we c,m hllve ~tar at lI!s cos t outr"88()us and we oon hove 
sooo of tho t".inor "whodunit" plots in which ~tor plays a large pert , 
but we cn.,not have C1IY of what aro oonoti.oos Cl\llod the gr eat chnrcct cr 
series of Hognot days, It is not only t!lo ti.t ;c factor and the 
l il:dtn tians of th o boy <lct ors wilich prevm t t..., screening of the 
drtu:.otic t :-;pc of story : it is the i.-,,.bility to f ind a subs ti tuto for 
tho long descrip ti ve pass,igoa which ;,oro an css-,nti ol. f Mturo of the 
groat 1-:,,.gnct soz·ios . · 

There i s no doubt that , oven with th ese restricti ons , it wculd be 
oossi blo to pr oduce sooo plcy s which vcro not unvor..hy of tiJ:> boot 
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fiagnet traditi ons, and i..-ideed soc.e pleys , lik e the one abou t the bank

note vhicb was hidden in tho l~ of Bunter ' s jacket, do ueintoin a 

good standard . Unfortmu,. toly others suf fer froc the soeail' .gly 

unovoi dc.bl e defect tlut th e Focous Fiv e he.ve no J)llrt to pl oy except 

to stand about and c!iscuss Bunter, as th ey di d in the recent vontril 

oquisc episode . The Magnet usually inan,,ged to achieve n secondary 

pl ot which wi:s ingeni ously linked with the moin plot , but the pl.,iyn 

se ... to requi re more unity of ac ti on which. = be rather cromping on 

an author' s st yl e . 
It is c.lso u.-ifortur. ate that many ac t or s appenr t o have n cis 

founded ccncepti on of the pc.rt they are ploying. The boy who pl oyed 

Lord &uleve rer " i th n monocl e car.not of course, be bl o.mcd, nor c:in the 

Famous Fiv e be bl,,.mcd for not being more distinctiv e "hen in le.ct t he 

scrip t docs not allow for it. But a distinguished actor of tho 

cali bre of Kyn,,ston Rocves i s sure ly off t ho trnck when be pl cys Mr. 

:uelch as :,n cbsen t - minded prof esso r . 1/hct hes become of t ho . giml ot 

eye , tm rns ping voice , em tho basil i sk counteonnce? On t he credit 

side it i s pl oosL'lg to re cord a really lif elike Coker ( thoueh porheps 

a lit t l e sticll in s t ature ) a re ally credibl e Skinner , and of co=so a 

per fe ct Bun to r. 
It i s cl enr t het Gerald Compion is tho only actor i..-i tho c03t 

with a deep 3!ld enduring lmowl edge of the Jo!a&nct. Not only does ho 

_portray Bunte r ex,,.ctly as tho llo8net des cribed him - th o ~c , tho 

furti vo bi;t short - si ghted glllllc o , the s nggina jc w, th e gobbl ed f ood -

but hl even cddD fu..-ther touch es of veri s imili tud o w!:ich were perhaps 

best <>pi t omised in the episode in which be wont t o s l eep in cl::ss end 

woke up smocking his lips. Whether or not one lik es Bun t or cs a 

chnr a.ct<>r ther e coo bo no doubt that Gera l d Ccmpion standa hc.::d c..'ld 

should ers nbove th e oth er mmbors of th e cast in th o t ol ovisi on se ri es . 

Pcr hs1n th .o most disquietening fea t ure is t ho i.t:lpres si on th&t the 

plays gi vo of being unde r- rehearsed Md pr o<bced on the che.:,p . !lo ono 

could r enso?Ulbly cavil a t the settings which give th e r ight impre ssio n 

of Ollk- pcr,elled so lidity . But surely there ought to bo e. f ow J:10ro 

boys nbeut? Soi:,o qui t o au th entic cla ss room scenes nro spoilt by the 

sigh t of 11 Rcmovo form consisting so l ely of the Famous Five and Bunter , 

whil s t t he possages and quadrangl es are dese rted apart from th:, f cu 

char ac tors who ho.ve spoe;cing ports . Since tho ploys ere prc sur.,nbly 

fil.mod in groups , it oll8ht to be cosy enough to prov i de some wclkin8'

on chnr:,ct ors , and it ...-, uld be interesting to spot , sey, Skinner in 

the background when ho bas no p,rt to play in tho particular pl oy . 

Thon tbaro i s tho quoa tion of rccl i t'J . Per ha ps it would be n little 
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hllrd on Gereld Cllll!pion if he wore really bul:lped or caned os o~t cn cs 
the script demanded ( though l!onsietll' Charpont i or l!'.ru:lc some very renl ~ 
istic lunges with tho pointer in too ventriloquism pl ay) , but i s there 
not rooo for i.mprovcccnt in mnny other matters? Tho sight of tho 
Famous n vo running around in tho quadrc.ni;le looking for Bunter when 
ho is in sight nnd perfectly obvious to everyone , may raisv c few 
laughs but not in too place where th e author intended. Agtln , whm 
various actors fluff thair lines could not t ho particular soquenco be 
filmed ~gain? It is realised of course tha t t he B. B.C. cnnnot indul ge 
in lavish expenditure, but it seems unlikely that their f inonces are so 
straitened thi,t they are unable to add a little mor e polish t o the 
scrios . 

It is ,:iot quit o fair to r cgord television plays as a travesty of 
t t" Groyfriors stories tha t aro so dear to tho heart of Magnet coll ec t
ors , hut it is tru e tMt tho necessary lini tr.tions in tho scopo of t ho 
plo)'S are c t prese.~t rnther procinent . Perhaps the fairest verdic t 
would be that the plays are pron.ising enough to make us wish they were 
so much botter . 

* * * * * * 
CON'!'?.OVIBSlAL ECHOES !10. 

IS GIBSY TEDIOL'S? 

Mrs. Vera N~olls 'lrlTitea :- "I think he is very much so. He is also 
( 1) Old- f~onod end outdated like 'Burlington Berti e '. 
(2) Foppish end fe,:ur,inc. I lik e c smrt youth , but who could cal l 
cnyonc s:.ic.rt who ww 03 overdressed as Gussy? Some ro ~ders may have 
c ome .:-:cross renl boys like hie , but: I nover h.::ve. 

I like t.'le chcr r.ctors of a story to corr,, nlive to me, but Gussy 
never ms done so . Now P.'.lul.:. Cree l , who w.o.s mentioned , was a girl and 
vcr; fcr.ini.nc . I know she could not pronounce her RI s , but otherwise 
she was qui te plausib l e . 

I t,:i·,e no objection to Gussy being t he son of n Lord, but I do 
thil'J, he shewed th e aristocracy up in a llB!f sooo people would object tv , 
He ha<i. noi thor the physique nor the brain power of the othe r mor e 
munda."lc characters . 11 

Do:.i.uld Webster writes :- 11:Being an ardent adl:irar , or is it devotee, 
of Gussy I have never found him t edious , He 11os tho first character 
to arouse ey inter est in tho Gee as a boy, end I liked to rood of his 
noble instincts alwcys prevailin g. Of lctcr years, ho wns not so 
gullible as in early Gems, but even to tho last he could be placated 
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by fln ttory . Billy Bunter , t o ey mind, wru, an ' ols o ran I in the fie l d 
of popul arity until Chlu·l cs Hamilton begun concentrating solely on 
th o llai,1ct ." 

Regor J c:i)cill3 writ es :- "I t hink Gussy should be looked at fr om two 
aspe cts: first, as a character, and sec ond, as a means of devel opin g 
th e pl ot. Or,. tm surface he appears t o be unimpre ss ive - a peer I s 
son with an inab il i ty to pronounce his R' s , ceticulous , and fussy 
about 1rifl es . Yet it docs not take th e r ee.der long to discover t hat 
t he re is more in Gussy than a>aets th e eye . Gussy cnay bo simple , and 
Tom Men-y may not >:orry if he is unable t o play in the jWUOr eleven , 
but Arthur Aucustus has s terling qualities which rrorc thzn make up 
f or his app:,.rcnt fail ings: courage, an unfailing sense of honour , :i.'ld 
a complete lack of sno bbe::-y. We ere to ld that simple fai th is ,rorth 
more th en Norman bl ood, but Gussy , to his everlasting crodit , has both . 

Gussy 's high sc!1Se of honcur wo.s th e main- sprin g of xn y o fine 
Gm st ory. \"Tho does not rev el in t he r.w.gnificon t excllt!.ngc~ bctwoon. 
Gussy and Levison in "Bought Honours?" \Ibo ccn forgot how Gussy hnd 
to l eave St, Jim's in dis gr oco bec.."Use he would not bri..I'.g himoelf t o 
sneri.k? Even in quito trivial incidents , when Gussy 's l eg is being 
pulled unmercifully, he cay l ook rid ic ul ous , but we ca.snot qui t e rid 
ours el ves of the f eeling that Gussy has not really co::,e off second
best : the re is sooet hing very appeal i l'.g in th e nature of c. trusting, 
unsus pici ous character , even if t hings do go badly for him nt fules . 

I agree that Gussy coul d never have monopolised the St. Jb ' s 
sto ries e.s minter has succeeded in cioing at Greyfriars . But then, 
Gussy ' s rcr,iarks ere not so sterotyped as Bunter ' s , and his h1JOOurous 
p.,'\rts seer., "11 t ho f res her fo r it . Because t he Go,:, r eader's int orost 
we.s not focuocd upon a 3:inelo study , Gussy neve r becane t edi ous 1 M 
you sey . iiu.'>ter is now tho l ord of creation a t Groyfrinrs , but Gussy 
at St . Jim 's is IJOr o like one of t he anci en t r;:ona.rchs - first n:..ong 
equals .. " 

Eric Feync adds :- "Hy crit i cis e of Paula Cree l w.:25 not as t o whether 
or not sho was a credible cll.'.:racter , but t ha t sh e w:,.s a c opy of t he 
"one end or.J.y". A wecl thy gi rl , who dressed t o kill, cou:ld not 
proncuncc her R's , Sl".id 11Ytle.S wathah11 end "Bai jov e 11 and, t o tho beet 
of cy rec ollecti on , spor ted o t..iOr.ocle , seoo.s ·::o tto to h.c.v-o been r.:ore 
t lu)n dismntly based on tru Swell of St . Jim's," 

* * * * * 
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LET 1$ BE COl!TROVERSIAL 

(In this sorios , Eric Feyno discusses cortein t opics of intercat to 

stw.on ts of the Hnuilton pr.pers . Ho gives his own opi nion super

fici.nlly , and invites you to Write to hill with your own views on tho 

subject . He "ill su::u,riso r cc.dcrs ' lotters on t ho t opic in o ruturo 

c.n.) 
No. 7 Ccn ,:my critic i so b3 levell ed a t the rcf omn tion of Vcrnon

Sui th end Lc-,ison? 

In th ;? c~ of th o Bounder, I 1.ould so:/ Uo, but it ous t bo re.r 
c:,bc rod t_~.>t he never really did refer:: . In nry ear ly deys ho w,:s a 

hoc.vily ovcrdr r:.m ch3ractor , wit h vice end vill ainy far beyond crede.'lCO, 

Ho 11.::s not tho countorpcr t of Levison of St . Jio ' s , but of t ho cnrly 

Luulcy - Lu..:ley . An Ro~r Jonlcins ccn.-,cntcd in llll nrtic l e sooo yecrs 
bock, the first Lu:ole:•- Lucl.oy stories were not pleasant , and struck o 
c!isturbi.,g not o. Ec-csctly tre s= thing c,m bo Sllid of tho early ttlcs 

of Vcrncn-S.-.!i.th nt Greyfri c.rs. 
AB in th o cnso of !.urJlc)'-Lc,::loy, th:l Bounder ' s char ac t er was 

subtly ch'c,gcd, but ho ~"" r.ovcr depicted ns boing a CJOdel yout h. Froo 

tl-.o it,crcdi blc scoundre l of early deya , ho bcctlllu the r eckless , rathar 
quixotic fell ow vho W'!Ui one c..f Grcyfric.rs I oost fascinating studios 
r=s 1913 ti.il tho present ti ric . Who ccn forgot that brilli.Mt 
scq,icnco .:hen th:l iloum!or, thinking to holp Wharton, purchasod too 
latter ' s bicycle at a figure far e::coO<!ing it s voluo , only w have hill 

kir.dn.ess thrmm ba~ in his fc.co? 
Ccrtail'.ly , tm cont...""3St l<i th R...'<iwir.g J-..,lpod to cake tho Bounder 

so out:i~'lc!i!<iJ, :::n the last year or ttro of the 1-\agnct , it sowed t o 

r.,o that :3t.itl\Y sas t co hc.'"Shly drn1m , n facto r which robbed tho Bertie 
Vc:'!'lcr. series of so::ie of its chan .:. 

It is r:oro ~fiicul t to 05Sess tho rof,m of Levis on, for he was 

two =plo tcly diffo_'Cllt ch:lracters under tho snw r.ooc. Rocnllins the 

r.·o.;zy-fine stories of tro e:,'CO<l Lcvi!:on i."1 ~tor years , one ;:culd not , 

p.,ri,-,,is , have :<illcd things t o r.avc been dif ferer. t froo l<hnt t!'<>y were , 

9ut I r.lwcys re8'lrd the period , 1911 to 1913 as the Gold en Ago of tho 

GcrJ, ood feel regret t_>u,t \IO lost " strong ~},.a:ly chorccter of groat 
pot=ti.::lity. For i.cvfaon ' a vil.ltl.,iy 11,s of tho sly , ct::i.'line type of 

th:> 1.:cl!Il-!".il'.ded scl ,oclboy , while the e:,rly Bounder• s 11cs thnt of a 

vicious adult . In t r.nt the distinction lcy , I have never regarded t he 

r cfon1 of Levison as bclicv nblo - it was far tc o uholcss lc, while Rc.cka 

who ropl ti.ced h:iI:i for durk deeds , w.:1; :i :-ore 3h.o.dm: in coi .. ~iocn . 

r~•s iust cw :ooint of yicn,·~L -· ---- - - - -

\> 
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S.B.L. REVIEWS 

OCTOBIB - 1957 
Pass,, ort t o Danger ( !lo. 391) J n.-:,es Stp.p,g 

A novol on tho old f aoi li ,ir lin es . Poli tictl intrigu e ••• undc:r-
gromd r.:ovcro nts • •• t ho evor ksting battle for power and go.in ••• cl l the 
old ingredients that go to :ceke up the t •Jpical thrill e r . Fn!:lil.iar, 
to o, (\l."C s ere of thLJ ch...'U'o.cters anJ the set ti ngs . We coot once again 
!~shall Ive.'1 Vranncr , Dict a tor of that turbulent European st ate , 
Est<rs lav i a . 

What goes on in Esto-s l avia - the ruthl es s regime , the dre aded 
secret polic e , pris on camps and re bel organisat ions , and s o forth . is 
cons istent with >:hat is hajlpening in n certain p,:rt of Europe t cdily . 
The fate of t he spy i s swift , s ure , punishab l e only by dea t h . i;'hen 
Tinker , whose o!tl.y thought in going t o th e frontier was t o holp i.11. t ~c 
relie f c f t;:e refugees, is arrested by the Est-s l avia Secret Police 
his doc.:i is s ccled . Blake had only one th ought. To go t o Esto- slnvia 
in tho vain hope of saving his assistan t fro m the unjust fate mrai til>.g 
him . Beset on all sidos by those ho cannot coop1"t e ly trust, Vranncr 
secs in Blske the very l!lall who can help avert that co.tllstro phe w;uoh 
he r..'.ls always been dr eaciing - a civil war. So Vrannor makes n bDrgro.r,. 
If in tr.rec weeks :Slnko can discov er the per son or pers ons who havo 
re - organise d t he presen t under ground movc:,cnt which is thrCatcr .i:,g 
his - Vrnnncr's - security as head of t he state .,, Tinker will be se t 
f roo . Of its type , quite c sound if not out s tanding thriller • 

Rating. ... Good 
* • * 

T.ie Cou-r-cat Killings ( No. 392) I1lo.rti n Thcr:w.s 

A now author with a l eaning t owards the old style of writL-ig . 
Martin ThoJJC.s -,.skos nn mmpicious debut t o t ho depleted r ru-ir..s of the 
Sexton Blako contr ibu t ors in this r..ovel, se t C?1tire l y L"'l Londc;i v.nd 
chiefly :iJ,. Soho. 

'.i'ho Cin@J. es o Twins - Dorro and Luiz cm Sil vn - >1ho did quit e a 
t hrivir.,; tr ade wit h illicit cargo es noongi,t nUI:?crous other cr ooked 
busi nesses ~ attracted Suxton Blake 's att e.'lt:'..on when they beca.r:e i.., volved 
in tile !d..lli.'lg of a I:lOdel and th e dise.p poarnnco of a famous stage 
actress , Who was Sat o YaltaSaya, the nzys t cri ous figuro behind tho 
criminal ac tivities of t he twins? How t -.-o diff ere nt col oured crayo ns 



- --- - ----- -- 284 - -- ------ - - -
put Bl ake on the t rail of the ir:urdcrer - whos e i dentity i s quit e a 
surprise ! - raises t hi s who- du:1- i t abow the averoge . One f in ds 
things a littl e confusing at first , but th e re al t hr ill s come in t he 
cndi."lg, 11it.1 Blake , bcli 3Ved by the nurdcrc r t o be bound and hel pl ess , 
a t one end of a r..ic ophone and the murdere r nt the ot her . There I s a 
shock in st ore f or the ~sscssin :,hen, :1.3.ving col!Ci tt cd hL-is:::>lf to the 
c:rirJc, he cc:;cs to close Blake 1s li ~ for ever! Coutt s of t he Yard 
ond Splas h Kirby t ho col lll:lni st pl c.:r s:o<lll as s i s ting ro l es , whil s t Pnula 
Dane flit:i in and out of t he sto ry in ncr,,.tive f ashi on . A praisewo r thy 
f ir st effo r t by t ho aut hor . 

Rn ti ng ....... . Very geed 

liALTER \iEBB 

]W iTED: Sil'.gle copi es or bound volUDes of tho fo ll cwi ng :-
Cl:n:.,pi on No. 130 to }40 ; Triu,oph 1 - 190 ; Pluck (l os t aer i es ) 78 to 
97; Rocket 78 - 87; Tri u,cph Annu.:u 1938. Pl eose write st a ting pri ces 
·.;cntcd t o: P.. J . HcCARTHY, \'IETLAillS, AUOATHELLA, QIIBENSLA!!D, i.U3TRllLIA 

~ : Bill Gander has oonacnt cd t o net as judge in th o grea t 
Grcyfriaro J ubil ee Cup Contest . 

b...1.JX: Should r,i,.yone ect on off er of books fro r.1 on od<i.rcas in Heap 
L.._.,_"!.c, Br.:-.dfol'C., Yorlcshi.ro , it will bo cdvi sabl c to got t !"c bocks 'before 
s e:ndin& .:ny c.:.sh. 
***ffll)litN ll il:Jl.li ll ltif ll l *'**** Nllll .llllll !l ll!MMll!.t1~ffll ll.llll )( II UIIIII Ull ll)III II IIN***** 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JI.C:C 1-,'00D 

!fostaw, 328 Stockton lane , York. 
Phone : 25795 

* * * * * 
Some tine ogo , JiI:i. Cook, one of the st.'.lunchc~t L..."'Oit c::;, SU&;,--est ed 

to mo tJ,.ct it cigh t be i.-ltcros til' .g t o wri to t.'co s t ory of t h'.> Iiol oon 
Loo Libror / and St , F:rar.k1s on on al plu.bcti col bosi s - A fo r J\nci ont 
House end so on. ~y o. s tupcnd:,us tnsk, yet oddly cn{..ugh o:oc n 

' 

l 
( 
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which Artlrur Southwcy , cur South /;fric,m ohuz:: hns ~J.xcady dona " l ot 
of spe.dc-~crk by writing en alphobotioel Who' s \/ho of tho ch=ctors . 

Th:lt conur.cntcl vorl< hos now boon succ ocdcd by en c.lphebeticcl 
lis t he hes coopil cd of all th e 948 llcl son Leo Library ti t l cs , Thc.t 
list h::s beon passed on to cc far coc-DCnt by our worthy od1 tar , so I 
propose to hold ove r ey story of tho River Th:,oes in Molson Lee l ore , 
and t o dool vi th t ho ti tlcs , 

T"no titles hnvo been arraJ18C<l so "" to i gnore th o dofini t o or 
indefinite nrtic l c and to concont.~nte on tho firs t principal word. 
Tix, first thing which hi t s the road.or is tho fnc t t.'ict 11clson Lee onl y 
nppo,,rs tvic o - llclson Loo, Crackscan ; and Nolson Leo' s Uldy Assist-
0J1t , Both t!icso titl os coce in tho eor ly dcys bcf oro St . Frn::ik' f\, 

:ii ppor t oo , is ns infl'l..--quent ns llhertc n in tho r1a,Jnot titl o~. 
Ho starts the ti tl es only on ei ght occosiens , including two o! tb,o 
le.st New Seri os reprints . 

!loloon Loo and Nipper oppoorod in on:, titlo t ogothor in ci<iitio,i 
and Lee ( tvico) &:,d !lipper ' once) in titles whore they wore not tl'.o 
fir:lt vord , · · 

St . Frank •s appo!lrod f irst in 41 t i t les lllld olscwhoro ill ~:iothcr 
59 titl cc , Tho pc.rt which tho Remove ond fer th e Fourth pl0o·e<i in tho 
814!& is shown by tho eppoornn co of the R=ovo in 26 titl .os c.nd t!io 
Fourt.\ in only three , "Schoolboy" oppo,:..."B 50 tiiaos , •sct.oclg:trl" 
onco , c:1<! "School " 2} tio<ls . 

Delving i1tto th o poroc,nolitios ve find th..,t &!we.rd Oai,,:ld E .. cnd
forth and Archie Glcnthornc made 47 and 12 title appcorouccs rcipoc t
ivcly, n.,d Fullwood wcn runnc l'-u p vi th 4. others c .orJ:imlod Ol>C> ~ton , 
F:,tty Little , '.:illy l!ruldforth, Ezra Quirke , Sl.nglctcn , ::nldo, X. K, 
Pr.rlcington , John Bustorfiolc! Boot s Md Yung Ching i:=ng o tho r.i . · Th= 
ere , of course, loss direct references to otoor ch.o.rnctors suc.'l ·c.s t ho 
Boy froo Cr.lifc:rni..,. n..d t he Boy free Bormondsoy, · · 

Ve J:JUOt ne t forgot , hovovor , the t the Uolson Loo Libroxy wr.s c.lso 
concerned with dctectivo :idvai.turo , ond thot wo = thoroforo expect 
so::ie littl o o,:ipl>..':Sis en this side of the schcolmostcl'-dotcctivc ' s 
co.rocr. Th'3 won! "fzyBtcry" we fi."ld in 61 titles , th ,:, word' "Ricldlo" 
in 4 nnd tho ,r:>rd 11Clua11 in 7, 11Cc:sc11 in 8 r.nd 11Sccrc..>t" · in. 18 . 

Other curiositi es ere tr .~t wo ho.vo throo An:!istico .Dcy o.t St , 
Pr:,nk 's, two Expelled fro,, St . r'rank. ' 3 . tvo 7cll of the Tyr:,nt, tw 
Freed f ree !lo:1doi;o , tvo The l'.ystory !'.lister , t-o10 tho Rebel Ra.ovo , 
throe Tho Sehcolboy Slove3 , t>ro S .O. S., <md Two Vic tory £0» the Rebel•, 
Over so oony years of life so """'11 o nucbor of dupl i cate t i tl es doos 
not np;,ec.r unduly lcrgo , docs it? 
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lie hovo "Gho3ts" of Soocrton Atboy , St . Frnnk 's , Travis Dor.c, 
DoJTinor o Casil e ord Glcnthom c llnnor . \lo have a "Golden" Bcot:cron g, 
Cavern, :rw,.;o, Locket ard Rover , Wo tlao ho.vo a !lour.tad Hcuso ( tvic o) 
and P..>untcd School end ii fuuntod Schoolboy and a ",louse" of a Thousrod 
ElYcs, cf Drorul , of , car , of llllz:•.rd, of iioXTOr, of f;.i,stc.7, of Pt:ttering 
Foot c,-,d of Socrc t s . 

11I s l c..nd11 appears Sl'?Ycrol titles in t i tl cs , .oa do e.l so 11Lost 11, 
"Peril 11

1 "Fh:mtoi:.", "Prisone r" end "Rebels" . 
1.:011, there it !n . The ccr.:pilcr M3 done n oOl!lOra.bl e job with 

his u.,"1:al px,"!Stcncc llrd patienc e . It \Jill :;,rovido nn it!portc."lt 
edcli tion to tho recordn and cnse "'" of t en difficult t ask of findin€ c 
rcfc.rc.."l.co. 

Scfc::,o I cl cso , I ;iould like to hint ~t sOQO of tho things in 
~tore for Lcci tcs in the forthcoi:rin.; Annuru.. I hcnr t.>iot FrooJc Lay is 
cor:pilin€ o oio ,;rap.'ly of our fov:uri t e ,.ut hor , Edwy So,orl cs Brooks , 
::.nrlcs C~ru.rchill "'!lo o.lsc ~r.s not t.Ti:~ton for us for soco t ic3 1 is 
tc.C::ling tho lcn.,·thy story of Dou;;las JC!.lOS Sutcli ffe , Ji.I:! the Pen= . 
If speco ;,ere.i ts I hopo to 1'dd to tho St . Frcnk '• soc tion with o 
=1 of t llc prefects ,,r t he sc.iool. 
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OL Q_ _,...::.;B:....::cO_Y S.:;..__B=-O;c.....;O;c_K-'---C= L=U'-=B 
LO!l!X)!i !ID:TIO!l 

Do-.:n t , tho Groyfri:,rs CC\L"ltry by = end trnin we.,it the ' old 
bo:is• or. Sunday, Scpta:iber 15th for tro first cwcy cee tin€ of th e yoc.r . 
I sc.w five of tiler., off fr ot1 Charin/; Cress i.-1 the coming end then went 
bee:, ho"lo reedy for the car rid o dc-.m t o Frn,lk Keoling ' s abode at 
Foll<cst cno. 'rlher. Ile arrived c.t the harbour it l ooked ns if there was 
a."l iJ:1:.,:-,:::ptu ccctinJ there o.s t i,crc wcs qui te a good E11thering o.ss:acblo d 
thcrt). EJ\:011~r , tho Clll"S t ook all up to Frcnk:1s house a.'1.d 19 col l ector 
cc::;bcr.; a."ld two bnirns hod a ri&h t good ti.oe . 0ce Herbert va:i prosent 
doo non:, Dowler. The k<,TOOcc !"1:lily frcu Sunbur\;y on Thsnos lu.d 
ootcre,l <1>1m, :lcrt cn Pric e rr.d bi.:ssod it over froti r.,,.rgnto 1md Jom 
liornhlln h,:d cooo froo llcidst one . Los Ro,:l ey fret! Tor.ye ond Bill 
!lubbnrd fro.:; Kcrzya olso c..cdo tho jcur:10:, a.'ld c.'lo J.'.o,\:y wKthsr lnn or is t , 
su,w,stoci t.'1:lt Eric Lovrcncc •-OS fron J.r.:.bi.'.'.. .$ 

There vns t he usual good tr.lks , quizzes r..'ld r=ir.iccncos plus n 
i;oc~-~~ food n."ld photog;rephs t,,kcn out in th o g&rdcn.'.' T'..oo, o.s 

' 
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usuru. , wont all t co quickly and ore l ong i t wcs ti.Ille to get ready t o 
br cok up wi th tho knowl ed.,o of a hllppy time a:1·i t o l ock forward t o 
t he second awoy raecti.ng nt Bill Jardino ' s res i dence at 20 , Spence r 
Ron.d, Cater != , Surr ey on Sund!ly, Octobe r 20t h . Thia "coting plc.co 
is in tre Harry lfl,.arton country llnd Bill coo be relied on fo r a good 

agenda and progromc . tn-lCLE BENJAJ'.Ill 

* * * 
l~ORT!!ERJI SECT!ml 11EB'!'lNG - 14th smamm I 1957 

Al though our usual room was engn.ged this evening , we were s oon 
confo rtnb ly se ttl ed upstnirs . Our Vico-Chaiman ,ms missing for only 
t ha sec ond t wo in the hist ory cf t ho Club, but whn t we l os t t ho 
London Club gained , 

Busi ness "'"' s con c.enl. t Iii th and the cl>.air we.s m.'ldod over to 
Gerry for his t a Llc on "Fro..'lk Richllrds I Schoo!deys " . I suppose uc cl l 
e,qiectcd a t r.Llc on the Ccd.'.lr Creek series but we were al l cnj oyubly 
surp ri sed wren Gerry s~--tcd. Ho give us v.n excellent ~ on tho 
vnri.ous coap:,rlsor.s '>etw ccn soc,e of Frank Richar ds I thoU(0ts c.bout 
mtt crs in tha Codn.r Creek sto ri es and his actual experiences in tho 
Autobi ocrnphy . Som were sl i:,ost word for word , "" in "The School bcy 
Author", t1hen Frank Ric hnrds wo.s writ ing n series of s t ori es for t he 
l oc<tl ])-~per nnd because of a cold t he editor wr ot e one st ol"'J :Jn:;cl f 
v.nd JNblis hcd it under t r.a no."'3 of Fr ank Rich ar ds . In th e Auto
bi ogI"'phy fais cr opped up :i,;ni n in tho chllptcr on substi tut o c.ut::or c , 

'.•lany other ir>.stances wor e quot od by Gerry in his intorc $t i.."3 
o..'ld inf o= tivc t clk . 

Foll owing tllc r e froshren ts it wo.s th e turn of St;:n).oy to do his 
duty, "" ho was to e winn er of t he pr evious compot i ti on. This tiu, 
St.:..-..r.J.oy f!JlVO us the T. V. gGI.iO of Cri ss Cross Quiz . The bocrd uas 
th e scrae us on T .V. except on c. srn.ller sccle and the qua st i ons dc::.l.t 
1'1ith tho hobby. Jock Wood finished t he nigh t os ch1JOpion, os ho bed 
o.11 six 1xmbcrs ,iho cl:cll c!lelW hira . 

Alt ogdhcr en exc e llen t n,cting which I ir ..cgin c w:is enjoyed by 
nll pr oocnt. llext m nt.'1, Stanl ey Sr:ith is t o 1,,ivc us c. tnlk , 

RON HODGSO?!, Hon. Sec . 

* * * 
;:ERSE'fSIDE SECTION - SATUilDAY 1 7th SEPTfil'.BEll 

Only a s"1!11.l mwber of the Club i-!e,r.bers wel'e able to turn up for 
th£L.S.ep..tembe:Lllie.ting .,-J;his-1leing....mainlJwiua_to it being held on a 



Saturday which is not convenient for ~ members. AttCi'.!'tS vill be 

made to revert to the Sunds,y (9ltherings, and the October one will 

defini tely be held on Sunday 13th October at 6. ,0 p.m., wren it i s 

hoped Mr. Lockenby -.ill be with ua once 86'lin• Apologies were received 

f rom Mr. Svi t1.er vbo bad to l!P into hospital and Kr . Borton vho bas 

suffered a severe personal bereavement . Tho Clubs best wishes and 

t,,oughts go out t o thes e two members. A further sale of Na.;net~, lleleon 

Lees and Sexton Blake was t hen made and the writ er VOS vory pleased to 

obtain thn ,o specil::cn Magnets, covering three different periods, for 

tho su:n of three shillings . This branch will stick to its principles 

of no high prices for its books. Frank Um,in 's l otte r in t ho September 

Digest vas then discussed , and the Herseysido Branch fully indcntifios 

i tsolf vi th the ,'ie1ts expressed . 
Aft e r tea vc wore gi.vcn a new quiz devised by Frcnk Unvin called 

A - z. Tllonty six cards wero placed on tho teblo vi th the letters fr<lm 

A - z llri tt on on them. Each of us to ok ono in turn and had to answer 

t h• throe questions written on tiD other side. Thie was a most intor

cstin& cou.p;:tition and thm:.1m must g; t o Frank for the ti.co and worl< 

ho mu.st have put into it. The moctL'lgs concluded vi th a prolir.linary 

discusslon on th o Xmas Party . Next meeting ~ 13th October at 

6.30 P·"'· llORMAN FRACNELL, 
Secretary Merseyside Branch O.B.B. C. 

f;]'.])LAND SECTIOIJ - 2nd: SEP!'FlsBER by lia...'37 lll'Oster 

Thou,y, holideys still intcrfo.-cd v ith the attendance a good 

mlCl!Jor ass Ol/lbled t o hoar what turr.."<I out to be a tip top item frol!! Toe, 

Porter . He had selected es his subject what i s undoubtedly tha oos t 

interestil:ig characte r in all Charle a llllmilton 's school yarns - Ernest 

Levison , tbnt mixture of good end bnd troits . It wea one of the bi,!h
lights of this years' progr cr;Des , There ns no tiz:,o for the usual 

quiz <!lld the nigh t ended vi th n reading fr<lm the ever popular "ilater . 

Lily" series . Thia ws in the hands of Ted Davey and being his 

fnvourito , 1«1s put ovor in the very bost style . A fitting cli.cax to a 

vary enjoyable ueeting . Before the c.:iin prog:rome bogan , toore vcs a 

fairly l engthy dis cussion on various t opics , The future of tlxl lib

rr::ry and dispo sal of books which hcd been fully circulated , opprccin 

tion of the bntcb of Sexton Bloke Librerys sent on to us by Herbert 
Leclronby os our share of a gift by ;ass Cooke of Mnnchester end cost 
ir.portent a m,ggestion by To:, Portor til.:lt we endeavour to lllTlll1<lC cn
ot her 11conforonce" at Chcstcrfiold for this co=d.ng DocC!tlbar end I wns 
QSkod t o n~prooch Leeds end Liverpo ol. llould London be i.'lt ercstcd? 
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